
Windows
Windows allow heat as well as light to pass into a room.  Your heating and cooling costs will increase 
if you have to remove the unwanted heat that comes through the window in the summer, and 
replace the wanted heat that escapes through the glass in winter.

The diagrams below show the percentage benefits that may be achieved through installing 
different types of window treatments.
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Always remember that although a traditional aluminium window frame only represents 
15% of the area of the window, this type of frame transmits up to 25% of the heat passing 
through the window.

RULE OF THUMB

Window Energy Rating Scheme (WERS)

Developments in window technology have resulted in the availability of windows with improved heat 
loss and gain characteristics.  The Australian Window Council have assessed the performance of 27 
different types of windows and have awarded them a star rating according to their heating and 
cooling performance.

(See over for diagram.)

Unprotected single 
glazing

0% 0%

Vertical / Venetian 
blinds

8%

Underlined drapes / Holland 
blinds (No pelmet)

13%

Heavy lined drapes 
(No pelmet)

Underlined drapes 
or Holland blinds 
(Pelmet)

21% 31%

Double glazing

37%

Heavy lined 
drapes 
(Pelmet)

Double glazing 
(Low 'e' coating)

43% 53%

Double glazing with 
heavy drapes (Pelmet)

Passive Solar Heating and Cooling


